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Another	word	for	sharing	personal	information

That’s	where	fractional	shares	come	in.	But	there’s	a	lot	to	learn	before	you	get	started	—	and	you	might	not	be	totally	comfortable	with	the	level	of	risk	investing	can	pose.		Photo	Courtesy:	svetikd/E+/Getty	Images	If	you’re	new	to	investing,	you	might	have	your	sights	set	on	buying	and	selling	stocks.	But	data	sharing	is	not	without	its	risks,
especially	in	a	small	country	where	someone	somewhere	is	going	to	have	access	to	personal	information	about	their	neighbours	and	friends.Private	data	sharing	arrangements	exist	between	some	large	organizations,	and	some	Government	bodies	mandate	the	need	to	share	information,	but	we	live	in	an	age	where	the	tide	is	turning	against	publicly-
available	information.In	their	white	paper--"Data	Sharing	in	the	Pharmaceutical	Supply	Chain:	A	Series	of	Case	Studies"--researchers	looked	at	the	work	Pfizer	Inc.,	McKesson	Corp.,	Wal-Mart	Stores	Inc.Plans	to	introduce	data	sharing	on	a	national	scale	-	the	so-called	super	database	-	have	been	labelled	an	ambitious	aim	that	is	unlikely	to	be
achievedEU-US	tension	over	PNR	data	sharing	is	rising	again	less	than	two	months	after	the	parties	concluded	an	agreement	for	the	processing	and	transfer	of	PNR	data	by	air	carriers	to	the	Dept.Under	his	leadership	as	president	and	CEO,	CareScience	pioneered	the	nation's	first	company	that	provided	an	Internet-based	quality	management
software	solution	to	health	care	organizations	and	also	created	one	of	the	first	regional	clinical	data	sharing	networks.Also	new	is	Simalink	software	that	allows	data	sharing	between	simulation	and	control	products.NIH	is	developing	a	National	Database	for	Autism	Research	(NDAR)	to	facilitate	data	sharing.	That	sounds	like	a	great	idea	until	you
open	your	brokerage	account	app	and	discover	that	just	one	share	of	GOOGL	will	cost	you	upwards	of	$2,800.	If	you	really	believe	in	a	company	or	are	just	an	excellent	chart	reader,	this	can	be	a	great	way	to	go.	Shareholder	Rights	and	DividendsUnless	you	own	a	full	percentage	of	at	least	one	share,	you	may	not	have	access	to	the	voting	rights	that
stockholders	are	traditionally	entitled	to.	This	way,	if	one	stock	drops	in	value,	it	won’t	send	your	entire	portfolio	into	a	tailspin.Start	Investing	With	LessOne	of	the	other	major	benefits	of	fractional	share	investing	is	that	there’s	no	need	to	wait	until	you	have	enough	money	to	purchase	an	entire	share	before	you	start	investing.	The	faster	you	get	your
money	into	play,	the	faster	you	can	(hopefully)	start	generating	returns.	Instead	of	buying	a	set	number	of	shares,	you	can	base	this	decision	on	the	amount	of	money	you	want	to	invest.	The	Downsides	of	Fractional	Shares	Photo	Courtesy:	Prasit	photo/Getty	Images	When	it	comes	to	the	drawbacks	of	fractional	shares,	there	are	a	few	things	to
consider.	Additionally,	because	not	all	brokerages	enable	fractional	shares,	they	aren’t	always	transferable	if	you	should	decide	to	switch	to	another	platform.	Rather	than	purchasing	a	full	share	of	a	stock,	fractional	shares	allow	you	to	buy	less	than	a	whole	share	for	a	fraction	of	the	market	price.	NDAR	(	)	is	both	a	database	and	a	set	of	tools	for
autism	researchers--a	national	resource	for	collaboration	in	autism	research	and	clinical	practice.The	HD5000	workgroup	videoconferencing	solution,	version	3.5,	provides	interoperability	and	high	resolution	for	live	video,	full-motion	video	and	data	sharing,	as	well	as	support	for	dual-streaming	video	and	data.	But	if	you	have	your	heart	set	on
investing	in	GOOGL	or	CMG,	fractional	shares	could	be	the	way	to	go.Say,	for	instance,	that	GOOGL	is	trading	for	$2,872.98	a	share	but	that	you	only	want	to	invest	$100	in	the	company.	If	you’ve	yet	to	sign	up	with	a	brokerage,	be	sure	to	do	your	research	into	whether	the	options	you’re	considering	offer	fractional	sharing.	Once	you’ve	enabled	the
option,	click	on	the	“buy”	or	“trade”	button	of	the	stock	you	want	to	purchase.	That’s	where	fractional	shares	come	in;	they	can	be	a	great	way	to	invest	in	top	companies	even	if	you’re	not	yet	ready	to	put	larger	sums	of	money	toward	purchasing	stocks.	Don’t	get	us	wrong	—	Chipotle	is	a	well-run	company,	which	is	why	its	shares	are	worth	as	much
as	they	are.	Because	stock	prices	fluctuate,	your	$50	might	buy	you	a	larger	fraction	of	the	company	on	some	weeks	and	a	smaller	fraction	on	others.		Photo	Courtesy:	Alistair	Berg/Getty	Images	Traditionally,	when	you	think	of	buying	shares	on	the	stock	market,	you	might	imagine	buying	anywhere	from	one	to	five	shares	of	a	certain	company	on	the
conservative	end	or	up	to	100	shares	if	you	want	to	buy	big.	Some	of	these	include	the	following:Limited	SelectionBe	aware	that	not	all	brokerages	currently	offer	fractional	share	purchases,	but	there	are	a	few	that	do.	By	letting	your	brokerage	know	you	only	want	to	spend	that	dollar	amount	and	entering	it	into	your	app,	you’ll	see	that	that	amount
would	buy	you	0.034807	shares.	But	affordability	issues	can	arise	when	it	comes	to	blue-chip	stocks	that	sell	for	hundreds	or	even	thousands	of	dollars	per	share	—	they’re	relatively	stable,	which	makes	them	great	choices,	but	they	can	be	prohibitively	expensive	for	some	beginners.	When	you	click	on	it,	you’ll	likely	be	given	the	choice	to	“Buy	in
Dollars”	instead	of	shares.	If	you’d	rather	enter	a	dollar	amount,	look	for	a	settings	menu	on	the	screen	that	allows	you	to	do	so.	The	idea	here	is	to	invest	the	same	amount	of	money	in	a	certain	company	at	the	same	time	every	week.	You’ll	also	need	to	keep	in	mind	that,	because	your	shares	are	fractionalized,	any	dividend	payments	that	you	receive
likely	will	be	as	well.If	you’re	just	getting	started,	then	these	considerations	may	not	be	that	consequential	to	you	just	yet.How	to	Purchase	Fractional	Shares	Photo	Courtesy:	miniseries/Getty	Images	The	way	you	go	about	purchasing	fractional	shares	may	also	depend	on	which	brokerage	you	sign	up	with.	How	Do	Fractional	Shares	Work?	Photo
Courtesy:	wera	Rodsawang/Getty	Images	Say	you	want	to	invest	in	a	well-known	company	like	Alphabet	Inc.	Additionally,	depending	on	the	brokerage	you	choose,	you	may	be	able	to	purchase	fractional	shares	of	more	companies	than	others.	Robinhood,	for	instance,	offers	fractional	sharing	nearly	across	the	board,	whereas	brokerages	like
Interactive	Brokers	and	Webull	only	offer	fractional	shares	for	specific	companies.Liquidity	and	TransferFractional	shares	don’t	always	sell	as	quickly	as	traditional	shares,	which	is	something	to	be	aware	of,	especially	if	you’re	a	day	or	swing	trader.	If	you’re	using	an	online	broker,	your	platform	can	automatically	calculate	what	percentage	of	a	share
your	chosen	amount	of	money	is	worth	and	let	you	buy	accordingly.	You	could	expect	to	pay	in	the	$1,900	zone	for	just	one	share.	(NASDAQ:	GOOGL)	or	Chipotle	Mexican	Grill	(NYSE:	CMG).	But	there	are	plenty	of	other	great	companies	out	there	that	you’d	lose	the	chance	to	make	money	from	if	you	dedicated	the	bulk	of	your	portfolio	to	a	single
share.	In	this	case,	you’d	need	to	be	absolutely	sure	that	you	wanted	to	invest	in	a	single	share	of	Chipotle.	Select	this	option	and	enter	the	amount	you	want	to	invest;	the	share	fraction	will	be	calculated	for	you,	and	you	can	make	your	trade.	Fractional	shares	can	be	a	great	way	to	begin	investing	in	such	companies,	even	if	you	don’t	want	to	pay	for	a
full	share.	You’ll	also	need	to	learn	how	to	enable	it	on	the	brokerage’s	platform	if	it’s	something	you’re	interested	in	pursuing.	With	Robinhood,	for	instance,	you	first	need	to	enable	fractional	sharing	in	your	settings	tab.	As	for	Chipotle?	It’s	worth	noting	that	these	stocks	are	definitely	priced	on	the	higher	end,	and	there	are	plenty	of	other	great
companies	whose	full	shares	you	can	purchase	for	less	than	$100	apiece.				The	Benefits	of	Fractional	Share	Investing	Photo	Courtesy:	Xavier	Lorenzo/Getty	Images	Fractional	shares	are	a	relatively	new	concept,	but	they’ve	already	demonstrated	they	can	offer	several	benefits	to	investors.	By	opting	for	a	fractional	share	of	the	famed	burrito
franchise,	you	can	free	up	money	to	invest	in	other	companies	as	well.	Some	of	the	pros	of	fractional	shares	include:DiversificationSay	that	you	have	a	total	of	$2,000	to	invest.	Say	that	you	want	to	invest	$50	every	week	in	Facebook	(NASDAQ:	FB),	which,	for	the	purposes	of	this	example,	is	trading	at	around	$375	per	share.	Overall,	however,	things
tend	to	even	out	as	you	build	up	to	a	full	share	over	time.	You	may	also	sometimes	end	up	with	fractional	shares	as	a	result	of	stock	splits,	mergers	and	acquisitions,	or	a	dividend	reinvestment	plan.	MORE	FROM	ASKMONEY.COM	Through	compounding,	you’ll	be	able	to	earn	more	money	to	invest	in	the	future	with	your	gains.Dollar-Cost	AveragingIf
you	intend	to	make	regular	investments	in	the	same	company,	you	can	also	benefit	from	dollar-cost	averaging.	In	some	cases,	this	can	even	cost	less	than	buying	full	shares.	To	figure	out	if	purchasing	fractional	shares	might	be	a	viable	option	for	your	investing	strategy,	learn	more	about	what	fractional	shares	are,	how	they	work	and	how	to	purchase
them.	There,	you’ll	be	able	to	enter	the	fractional	number	of	shares	you’d	like	to	buy.	Brokerages	sometimes	have	to	wait	for	enough	fractional	sales	to	come	through	to	build	a	full	share	they	can	sell.	The	costs	of	shares	like	Amazon	and	Alphabet	(the	company	behind	Google)	can	often	be	overwhelming	when	you’re	first	starting	out.
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